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Gratitude & Rest
“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your 
wonderful deeds.” Psalm 9:1

As this week brings our busy term to a close, I’m left thinking about all the 
blessings God has offered us in the past 10 weeks. Term 3 is a fun-filled 
term that celebrates Performing Arts at St Paul. The beginning of the term 
brought Wakakirri and the chance for our Year 5 and 6 children to perform 
at the Entertainment Centre. We celebrated Book Week and then, before 
we knew it, our Concert was upon us, and it was our Year 1 - 4 children’s 
time to shine. 

We have been fortunate to be able to celebrate these memorable 
experiences with our children this term. This past week during Concert 
live performances we have watched the children work together, overcome 
their nerves, support one another, and perform like stars. We have seen 
incredible bravery, resilience, enthusiasm and so much joy. For all these 
things, I am grateful. 

Now, we are in the final days of the term, our Concert costumes and stage 
are almost ready to be packed up for another year and the usual end-
of-term weariness and exhaustion may be sneaking in. Many people are 
waiting with anticipation for the upcoming holidays. As we look forward to 
welcoming the holiday break as a chance to recharge and reenergise; let us 
also take the time to look back with gratitude for the term that has been, 
and give thanks for the many blessings God has provided.  

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:15

Submitted by Jessica Robinson 

Upcoming Events

TERM THREE, WEEK 10

THUR 23 SEPTEMBER
• 3 Baldock/ 4 Nicholls Concert Live 
Performance

FRI 24 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes- Optional Attendance 
Day  

TERM FOUR, WEEK 1

MON 11 OCTOBER
• Term 4 Commences 

THUR 14 - FRI 15 OCTOBER
• Year 3 Camp - Nunyara, Belair 

WEEK 2

MON 18 - WED 20 OCTOBER
• Year 6 Camp - Swanport

WEEK 3

WED 27 OCTOBER
• Book Fair
• School Tour 6.15pm

THUR 28 OCTOBER
• Book Fair
• 9.30am School Tour 

FRI 29 OCTOBER
• Book Fair



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
•  Year 5 Mattner

From the Acting Principal
PRINCIPAL ROLE
Term 3 has been an interesting term with a mini 
lockdown, a Community Master Plan, Wakakirri and now 
Concert all squeezed into 10 weeks. It has been my 
privilege to serve as Acting Principal during this time. 
This is a truly special community and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to better understand all of its moving 
parts this term.

Thank you to all our families for the way you have 
adjusted to new restrictions this term. This support has 
been overwhelmingly positive and encouraging.

My greatest thank you is to the staff of St Paul. I cannot 
state enough how special this group of people are. 
Their initiative, professionalism and willingness to put 
children first has made this job far easier than it could 
have been. I have been truly blessed to lead this team 
for a term, but, I am also excited to hand the reigns 
back to Leila next term!

CONCERT
We are almost through another School Concert. 
Once again this has been in a different format due 
to Covid-19 density restrictions. Two classes have 
performed each afternoon over the last week and the 
children have performed their hearts out. 

The concert is now available to families via the closed 
St Paul Lutheran School Blair Athol Live Streaming 
group on Facebook. This group is restricted to St 
Paul Lutheran School parents and caregivers only. 
If you have any questions, please email jrobinson@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au. If any families would like to view the 
recording and are not on Facebook, please email our 
admin staff admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

STUDENT TEACHERS
Over the last few weeks we have hosted three final 
year student teachers on their final placements. 

Congratulations to Max Bentley (4 Lethborg), Olivia 
Sam (Rec Sheedy) and Lauren McGrath (3 Baldock) on 
making it one step closer to being qualified teachers. 
Their contributions have been greatly appreciated and 
they will be missed.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERSHIP
At the end of the year a number of places on the 
St Paul School Board (formerly School Council) will 
become available. We have some current members 
who are finishing up in December after a number of 
years of membership and we will acknowledge these 
Board members later in the year. 

If this type of role in the school community interests 
you, please take a look at the nomination form. 
Completed nominations are to be sent to councilchair@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au by September 30. 

Given the Master Planning process currently underway, 
we are particularly interested in community members 
who can commit to a number of years (i.e. children in 
the younger year levels) of service. Board meetings 
are held monthly, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm, 
and usually take about two hours. At times there are 
also special meetings such as AGMs, meetings with 
Architects and school visits. If you would like to discuss 
anything about this role or application process, please 
email me at jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

ENROLMENTS 
As we approach the end of Term 3, it is important 
to inform the school of any intentions to withdraw 
students from the school at the conclusion of the year. 
Thank you to those families who have already indicated 
that due to new jobs and addresses etc. that they will 
be looking for new schools next year. As per the school 
enrolment policy, it is important that we receive a term 
in advance notice to assist with future planning. Please 
email admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au with any questions or 
new information. 

 Jason Fay |Acting Principal



From the Wellbeing Leader
BUILDING RESILIENCE IN THE DIGITAL SPACE
Susan McLean is a leading expert in the area of cyber 
safety and was a member of the Victoria Police for 
27 years. Susan states that ‘young people today have 
been born into a world where they are immersed in 
technology and it is vital that we have the knowledge 
and ability to be able to guide them and build resilience 
and wisdom in the digital space’. Her website www.
cybersafetysolutions.com provides detailed information 
of how to keep your child safe online.

Her top ten tips for every parent/caregiver:

1. Remove devices from bedrooms (this means parents 
too, unless you have an on-call occupation. Let your 
kids see that you too can sleep without having the 
phone next to your bed).

2. Follow the rules of the site. Read the Terms and 
Conditions of Use and ensure that your child is 
following them, especially around age restrictions. Don’t 
help your child like online!

3. Have a family online contract- what are the 
expectations around safe and responsible technology 
use?

4. Know your child(ren)’s passcodes and passwords. 
This is not an invasion of privacy- it is PARENTING.

5. Be an active participant in your child’s online world. 
Play and explore together.

6. Use filters.

7. Learn to say NO!

8. Know what sites, apps and games they are using and 
use them well.

9. Ensure your child is only talking/engaging with people 
they know IRL (in real life).

10. Know where your child is in the online world the 
same as the real world.

Susan and number of child/teen experts are presenting 
at the upcoming Resilient Kids Conference. I was 
fortunate to attend the Resilient Kids Conference a few 
years ago and I can highly recommend this to anyone 
who is parenting or working with our young people.

RESILIENT KIDS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
Date: Saturday 23rd October 

Time: 8.30am-4.00pm

Cost: $79 (Early bird tickets available for $59 until 30th 
September)

An email will be sent to you and there is a 7-day online 
access pass will be made available to you.

Hear from SIX incredible speakers, each presenting in 
their own area of expertise: 

•Ebony Birch-Hanger - Cultivating resilience in the 
presence of Autism and Anxiety.

• Sharon Witt - Caring for our own well-being as adults.

• Susan McLean - Navigating the online work - 
lockdowns and remote learning. 

• Dr Michael Carr-Gregg - The secrets of post pandemic 
wellbeing in young people.

• Michelle Mitchell - Building everyday resilience 
children and teens.

• Paul Dillon - What to do - alcohol and drugs and teens.

Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader



From the Education Admin Leader
CONCERT
A big congratulations to Marlise and all our Year 
1-4 classes and teachers for the wonderful Concert 
performances that have been happening over the past 
week. Thank you also to our families for your support, 
we hope you have enjoyed the show either live or 
online. A big job well done to Mr Mayer and his team 
of Senior Backstage Crew, Sound & Tech and Ninjas for 
all your efforts and to everyone’s hard work to make 
the performances such a success for our children. 
To the Year 1-4 children- You are all superstars! 
Congratulations and well done. 

Below is the schedule for the live performance 
afternoons still to come this week:

• Wednesday 22/9: 3 Fyffe, 3 Burgan  

• Thursday 23/9: 3 Baldock, 4 Nicholls

Live performance times:

• 1:45pm Arrival. Please park on the school courts and 
COVID check in.

• 2:00pm be seated by 2pm in the hall 

• 2:05pm Live performance begins

• 2:45pm Performance finishes ready for regular school 
pick up times

Tickets are available to purchase from through the QKR 
app. Bookings close the day before your child’s live 
performance at 8pm. Tickets are $5 each. Maximum of 
2 tickets available per family. 

We ask that all guests wear masks while on site. Please 
make sure to COVID check in upon entry to the School 
Hall and do not attend if you are feeling unwell. 

Families wishing to collect their child/children straight 
after the performance will need to wait in the Narthex 
for their children to arrive. This must be communicated 
directly via email to your child’s teacher/s prior to the 
performance (preferably the day prior to assist our 
planning). This applies to the child performing and 

siblings. 

Due to current restrictions each family can be allocated 
a maximum of 2 tickets. We ask that you advise the 
school if you will be bringing preschool age children 
and ask that they remain in their pram or stroller to 
minimise wandering and interactions between families. 
If you plan to bring along a preschool aged child along 
on to the Concert, please let us know by emailing the 
admin mailbox at admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au as soon 
as possible. We appreciate your understanding and 
support.

CONCERT FILMING
Last week we had the film crew from Digiflix spend 
the morning filming our Concert to share with families 
ahead of our live performances. The concert has now 
been made available to families via the closed St Paul 
Lutheran School Blair Athol Live Streaming group on 
Facebook. If you have not joined this group, please 
follow these steps:

• Through Facebook, search for St Paul Lutheran 
School, Blair Athol

• Click on linked group St Paul Lutheran School Blair 
Athol Live Streaming and request to join

This group is restricted to St Paul Lutheran School 
parents and caregivers only. If you do not have 
Facebook and would like to access the link, please email 
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

CLOSING CHAPEL
This week, Thursday 23 September will be celebrating 
our Closing Chapel with Pastor Matt Bishop on 
Gratitude for God. This will be a little earlier than 
previous Closing Chapels as we will be gathering 
together to begin our day in the morning at 9am. If you 
would like to join us, you can access the through our 
Closed Facebook group, alternatively you can view from 
home at a time that suits you.

We will begin Term 4 next term in a Welcome Chapel on 
Monday 11 October at 9am.



EDUCATION ADMIN LEADER ROLE TERM 3
I would like to thank everyone for your support during 
this term as I have taken on my new role of Education 
Admin Leader. It has been a wonderful experience. 
Term 3 has been a busy term of learning for me as 
I have supported the Senior Leadership Team and I 
have enjoyed getting to know many different children 
and families in our community. I am looking forward 
to hopping back into the classroom for Term 4 and 
working with our Seniors in their last term at St Paul 
together. I hope you all get a chance to relax and 
unwind with your families over the holiday break. 
Thanks again.

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader

General News
SRC
This week we learnt Kimochis® Key 4. This Key helps 
us to think before we speak and to consider our 
word choice. The SRCs talked about words that make 
our heart feel good and words that hurt our feelings 
and, of course, our hearts. Your child learned that 
everybody makes mistakes and we can all accidentally 
use words that hurt. Your child can use the following 
communication tool when she/he hears hurting words: 

1. Place a hand over your heart.

2. Show a gentle, but hurt facial expression

3. Make eye contact with the person who hurt you.

4. Say, “Ouch” in a soft, but hurt tone. 

For older children make eye contact, say the person’s 
name and then say, “That hurt.” When the person 
acknowledges they made a mistake say, “Thanks.” 
Students know that this communication tool is a safe, 
kind way to let someone know that they have hurt your 
feelings. When communication mistakes are made at 
home, all family members can use this tool to let other 
family members know when they have hurt feelings so 
they can apologise and make things better. 

Family Challenge: Your family may wish to use the 

above communication tool as a way to let someone 
know they hurt your feelings so they can apologise and 
make things better. If not these tools, what can your 
family agree to say and do to let someone know your 
feelings are hurt? (Keep it short and simple so that it 
is not shaming.) Appreciate family members as they 
practice working to avoid hurtful words and use helpful 
words to express upset feelings. 

LOST PROPERTY
There is a significant amount of items in lost property at 
the moment. We have temporarily relocated the items 
to a table near the canteen in the hope that children or 
parents recognise the items. Most of these items are 
casual clothes left at Splash, or lunch containers and 
drink bottles. 

Of the school uniform items, we have on hand: 

2x Size 2 Rugby Jumpers 

2x Size 4 Rugby Jumpers 

5x Size 6 Rugby Jumpers 

3x Size 8 Rugby Jumpers 

5 School hats 

1x Size 16 Polo Shirt (new uniform)

Please let us know if you recognise an item in the 
photos below, or organise to collect the item from 
the table set up. A reminder to please ensure you are 
labelling all items of clothing, lunch containers and 
drink bottles that enter the school. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
WORSHIP @ ST PAUL
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship at 8:30am Traditional 
and 10:00am Contemporary. For more information feel free to contact us 
by email at office@stpaul-church.org.au or call us on 8262 4690. 

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL
Is on holiday now and will resume on Tuesday October 12 at 9am. For 
more details contact Nicole 0412686342. 

LUTHERAN CARE – LOAVES AND FISHES FOR SEPTEMBER.
Lutheran Care are looking for the following items for their emergency relief 
pantry:

Sweet & Dry Biscuits, Small Boxes of cereal, Rice, Instant Coffee, Small 
Washing Powder.

Donations of these can be left on the table in the Church Narthex.


